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SUBJECT: DILLINGHAM CLAIM 

REF: CANBERRA 01498 

1 . AS PREDICTED REFTEL, DILLINGHAM REPRESENTATIVES DERRY HILL 
AND MIKE BRADFIELD CALLED ON ME MARCH 3 TO DISCUSS RESULTS OF 
THEIR MEETING WITH DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER ANTHONY FEBRUARY 28, 
AND TO SEEK OUR ASSISTANCE AND ADVICE ON THE COURSE OF ACTION 
DILLINGHAM, AND THE USG, SHOULD NOW PURSUE. 

2. 1 TOLD DILLINGHAM REPS THAT I SYMPATHIZED WITH THEIR PLIGHT 
AND THAT I FELT THAT DILLINGHAM HAD BEEN UNFAIRLY TREATED; THAT 
UNDER EQUITY THE OUTCOME WOULD HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT. I SAID 
NEVERTHELESS THE EMBASSY HAD INTERCEDED TIME AFTER TIME WITH 
THE GOA ON DILLINGHAM'S BEHALF AND I BELIEVED THERE WAS NO 
FURTHER USEFUL ROLE THE U.S. EMBASSY IN CANBERRA COULD PLAY 
VIS-A-VIS THE GOA. 

3. 1 SUGGESTED THAT DILLINGHAM ITSELF WOULD, IN MY JUDGMENT, 
HAVE TO CARRY THE BALL FROM HERE ON, WHETHER BY BRINGING SUIT 
IN AUSTRALIA AGAINST GOA ACTION (BOTH HILL BRADFIELD 

FELT THIS WAS DOMMED TO FAILURE, AND I TEND TO AGREE) OR 
THROUGH SOME INTERNATIONAL MECHANISM SUCH AS THE INTER- 
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NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. 

4. BOTH BRADFIELD AND HILL APPEARED TO ACCEPT THIS POINT 
OF VIEW. BOTH HOPE THAT IF REQUESTED FOR AN OPINION BY 
DOS THIS EMBASSY WOULD STATE THE SAME CONCEPT AS IS 
EXPRESSED IN FIRST SENTENCE OF PARAGRAPH TWO ABOVE. 
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5. MY RECOMMENDATION WHICH IS SHARED BY DCM IS THAT 
THIS EMBASSY SHOULD MAKE NO FURTHER DEMARCHE TO THE GOA ON 
DILLINGHAM. WE HAVE REACHED THAT POINT OF DIMINISHED 
RETURNS IN OUR NUMEROUS REPRESENTATIONS THAT TO GO FURTHER 
WOULD. IN MY OPINION, JEOPARDIZE OTHER MORE IMPORTANT GOALS 
IN US-AUSTRALIAN RELATONS. 

ALSTON 
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